Annexure-4

The ancient science of
House   -   building

(Vaastushastra)
Pushtim bhootimputrahanim

Purandhree nasham mrityum satnpadam satrubadham
Kinchitsoukhyam sambhukonadi kuryat
Koopo madhye geham - arthakshayamehcL

THE above sloka highlights the importance given to Vaastu
Sastra in ancient times while designing buildings, towns and cities.
The meaning of the Sloka is that a well in North east brings all round
prosperity. A well in the East improves finances whereas a well in South
east is dangerous to sons; a well in South causes loss of spouse and one
in south-west s pells death to the native. A well in North-west creates
enemity with others; a well in North gives some happiness and a well
in middle of the Building leads to bankruptcy.

In those days Vastu . Sastra comprised of civil engineering,
architecture and sculpture - the building technology in toto. Viswakarma,
the greatest architect of Mahabharata times, designed and built the
Jndraprastha incorporating all the upto-date layout, wide roads, water fa-
cilities and drainage connections. Similarly Maya Sabha, designed and
built by the architect "Maya' was the majestic manifestation of the ultra
imaginative structure of a beautiful fairy palace. It was a marvellous, melo-
dramatic comedy of illusions rendered into marble and mortar with all its
sensational suspense and tantalising twists. In short it was a dreamland.

Special fields

In modern times, the knowledge of house building technology has
grown so vast that it has been branched off into special fileds such as
arcitecture, engineering and interior decoration while the importance of
Vastu has zone into oblivion.____________________________________

Article an Vaastu

Written by the author and published in Indian Express sometime back Is
reproduced again for the benefit of readers.
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